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NEWS FROM ACADEMY BAY
Oil Spill in Galápagos.-A strong smell of
diesel oil woke the residents of Puerto Ayora on the
morning of 11 June 1988. Scientists at the Charles
Darwin Research Station looked out their windows
to see one of the two supply ships for the Islands lying
on its side in Academy Bay. The ship, the M/V
Iguana, had apparent1y struck a reef, and as the level
of the tide dropped, it rolled over onto its side spilling
food, wood, general cargo, and 50,000 gallons of
diesel oil into the clear waters of Academy Bay.
Within hours, almost every small boat in Puerto
Ayora had turned out to watch the spectacle and
rescue floating cargo. The water- anddiesel-saturated
cargo was held by port authorities and soon returned
to its owners. There was no loss of life or injury.
For the first 5 days of the diesel spillage, all
scientists at the Charles Darwin Research Station
were mobilized to determine the extent and effects of
the pollution. The group was joined by the scientists
from INOCAR (Ecuadorean Navy Oceanographic
Institute) who were involved in collections of sea
water to analyze the levels of diesel oil in the waters
of Academy Bay.
The initial effects of the diesel spillage and the
floating debris were short-lived and localized. Very
small numbers of dead ordying animals were reported
from the rocky reef adjacent to the Darwin Station,
the shore closest to the ship. Species affected included
octopi, chitons, sea urchins, hermit crabs, sea
cucumbers, and some seaweeds. Larger species such
as birds, sea lions, or marine iguanas appeared to be
unaffected. Large quantities of wood, plastic
materials, and food were washed ashore mainly at the
Darwin Station, and in the weekfollowing theoriginal
spillage, the oil and floating debris dispersed
eastwards along a 3-4 mile stretch of the Santa Cruz
coast, ultimately turning southwards away from the
coast. Large quantities of wood and plastic were
cleared from the water and shore by the townspeople
and CDRS and Galápagos National Park Service
personnel on repeated occasions in the areas near the
town of Puerto Ayora. Garbage was still present in
October on the more distant and inaccessible areas of
the coast. The ship itself, which was originally a
prominent feature in the center of the bay, has been
gradually disappearing beneath the waves, and is not
now visible at high tide.
This accident served as a sharp reminder that even
one of the most pristine areas of the world, and a
world heritage site, cannot consider itself immune
from pollution. Fortunately in the case ofthis accident,
it appears the hot weather, strong sunlight, and wave
action caused most of the more volatile (and toxic)
components of the diese! oil to be evaporated quickly
and rapidly dispersed.
The seashore monitoring established in the
aftermath of the accident has been continued, and
funds are being sought to investigate the effects of
this oil spill on a long-term basis. In the meantime,
Galápagos has only one supply ship per month, and
shortages of basic supplies are now a regular feature
oflife there. Pat Whelan, Charles Darwin Research
Station, Isla Santa Cruz, Galápagos, Ecuador.
Derrame de Combustible en las Aguas
de Galápagos.-A las 0415horasdel sábado11
de junio, laMIN Iguana, barco de carga que abastece
a Galápagos se varó en una zona rocosa de Bahía
Academy, Santa Cruz, media milla frente a la Estación
Charles Darwin. Al bajar la marea el barco ladeó
lentamente y quedó de costado en el medio de la
Bahía. No hubieron pérdidas de vida ni heridos.
Alrededor de las 0700 horas, e! pueblo de Puerto
Ayora se despertó con un fuerte olor a vapores de
diesel ya que una mancha de éste comenzó a
distribuirse en Bahía Academy. A las 0900 horas se
veía como el viento y las olas habían llevado el diese!
a la costa de la Bahía, mientras una flotilla de pangas
salía y regresaba del muelle rescatando cajones,
sacos de legumbres, cilindros de gas, tanques de
gasolina, y otros artículos saturados con diesel oagua
que eran depositados bajo custodia de la Capitanía
del Puerto antes de ser entregados a sus dueños.
Este accidente nos hace reconocer que Galápagos,
una de las áreas más prístinas del mundo y patrimonio
de la humanidad, no puede considerarse excluída de
las amenazas de contaminación ambiental. La
contaminación más importante producida fue el
derrame de 50,000 galones de combustible. En la
costa rocosa alrededor de la Estación Darwin los
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científicos, estudiantes, y personal de planta presentes
allí, encontraron mortalidad de algunos animales y
alteración del comportamiento considerado normal.
Las especies más afectadas fueron pulpos, chitones
(cancha laguas), erizos, cangrejos ermitaños, y
algunas algas. Los efectos del combustible parecen
estar restringidos y hasta ahora las iguanas y aves
marinas no parecen estar afectadas, pero hay que
averiguar si las aves marinas van a ser afectadas por
el alimento de organismos contaminados. Hay
reportes de dos piqueros patas azules muertos.
Aparte del problema del combustible en sí, en la
mancha de diesel también se ven muchos objetos
flotantes del naufragio como madera, fundas plásticas,
sacos de harina, jabas, botellas plásticas, etc. Todos
estos objetos están llegando a la costa y contaminado
una sección que alcanza hasta 6 km.
La mayoría de los efectos del derrame estuvieron
localizados y de corto duración. Los científicos de la
Estación Darwin y de INOCAR (que vinieron apenas
conocido el accidente), están monitoreando los
cambios en la zona de la costa y recopilando
información de los efectos del derrame. Los
ciudadanos de Santa Cruz con su Municipalidad y el
Servicio Parque Nacional Galápagos, han organizado
una acción de limpieza en las playas y costa cercanas
a la población. Pat Whelan, Estación Científica
Charles Darwin, Isla Santa Cruz, Galápagos,
Ecuador.
Beagle V: The Station's New Vessel.-
On 1 December 1988, the Charles Darwin Research
Station purchased a vessel, to be christened the
Beagle V, which will soon be working full time for
conservation and science in the Galápagos Islands.
The Charles Darwin Foundation and Station were
extremely fortunate to find a secondhand vessel built
in 1979 with only 1,300 hours on her Caterpillar
engine and with her hull and all other structure,
machinery, and equipment in excellent condition.
Because of spiraling construction costs and inflation,
a new vessel would have cost almost twice as much
as the purchase price for this fine vessel. That price
was doubly advantageous because she has a long life
ahead of her and should serve virtually as long as a
new vessel. Moreover, the vessel has a hull design
and speed characteristics precisely suited for
Galápagos conditions. Tbe entire vessel was designed
and built to exacting standards by the Lee Wilbur
Company of Manset, Maine, the same organization
which constructed the Beagle N.
The Beagle V is a 46-ft long motor yacht with a
semi-displacement hull and single diesel engine. She
cruises comfortably at 10 knots with excellent fuel
economy, and can do 12 knots for shorter periods of
time as necessary. She will have arange of 800 miles,
more than enough for the Islands and adequate for
sending her to Guayaquil aml!or Panamá for periodic
refits. She will carry three crew members and will
The Station's new vessel
recent1y transited from New
York, where it was purchased,
to Galápagos with inter-
mediate stops for minor
refitting in Maryland and
Florida (photograph by G.
Merlen). La embarcación
nueva de la Estación recién
hizo el viaje de Nueva York,
donde fue comprada, a
Galápagos con paradas
intermedias en Maryland y
Florida para renovaciones
pequeñas.
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have bunks for six passengers, an ample working
deck, dive platfonn, and ladder aft for marine research.
She will serve ably for interisland transport for large
groups of scientists and Station/Park Service
personnel, as well as for smaller groups of scientists
who need to do longer trips and to perfonn research
work on board the vessel.
The Foundation and Station have spent the last 8
months evaluating the advantages, disadvantages,
and costs of building a new vessel or searching for a
used vessel and refurbishing her. A number of boat
yards were visited and bids sought on the cost of
constructing a new vessel. At the same time, extensive
searches were made from major boating centers such
as Miami and New York in an attempt to locate
secondhand vessels with the characteristics desirable
for the Galápagos. This en tire process was very ably
conducted by the Darwin Station Director, Dr.
Günther Reck, and a very experienced seaman and
ship' s engineer with long Galápagos experience,
Godfrey Merlen, who has volunteered a large portion
of his time to this worthy cause.
The total cost of purchase of the Beagle V plus
minorrefitting to add additional fuel and water tanks,
more bunks for passengers, a diving platfonn and
other improvements for marine research, a
multipurpose davit for hauling out the rubber dingh y
and generallifting work, modification of the saloon,
plus insurance for 1 year, and costs for sailing her
from New York to Galápagos will come to
approximately $295,000. The insurance company
paid off on the Beagle IV for the entire amount
insured, $200,000, and the Swedish Galápagos
Foundation has agreed to provide another $20,000.
The CDRS/CDF are still trying to raise most of the
remaining$75,000. Inresponse 1Othearticleon "The
Loss of Beagle IV' in the previous issue of Noticias,
May 1988, several donations were received, for
which the Station and Foundation are very thankful.
The Frankfurt Zoological Society, Federal Republic
of Gennany, has indicated that it will donate part of
the needed $75,000. Specific contributions earmarked
for the Beagle V can be made through any of the
mechanisms on the inside of the front cover of this
issue or sent directIy to Craig MacFarland, President
of the Charles Darwin Foundation, 836 Mabelle,
Moscow, Idaho 83843, USA.
TheBeagle V eompletedrninorrefittingin Oxford,
Maryland, left for Galápagos on 9 November, and
arrivedin theGalápagos Islands mid-Deeember 1988.
She has immediately gone into service for the eause
of conservation and science. As all readers ean
imagine, it is a tremendous relief to have a highly
dependable, sea-worthy vessel working forthe CDRS,
the Galápagos National Park Service, and visiting
seientists once again.
The Foundation and the Galápagos community
owe a great deal of gratitude 10Godfrey Merlen and
Marsha Sitnik, who worked on the endless details of
acquiring and preparing the new researeh vessel. A
number of other people helped in completing the
refitting of the vessel. John Todd of Todd Boat
Works gave most generously ofhis time and energy
in solving problems and helping to bring solutions to
reality. Others at the boat works labored to achieve
a high standard to the finished boat. Dave and
Christie Crane provided a well-stocked hamper to
Godfrey Merlen and the rest of the transiting erew for
the trip south. Coast Navigation of Annapolis assisted
with installation of a long-range SSB radio. Oxford
Boatyard Ine. generously allowed the vessel to be
hauled out of the water to allow various underwater
attachments 10 the hull. Mrs. Bacon of Bacon's
Associates in Annapolis provided a sail which will
eventually be refitted as a steadying sail on the
Beagle V. PeterGlynn arranged the vessel's docking
at University of Miami facilities during the brief
period spent in Miami on the way south. The help of
these and many other people too numerous to mention
is appreciated. Craig MacFarland, Charles Darwin
Foundation, 836 Mabelle, Moscow, Idaho 83843,
USA.
Children Conservationists.-Conservation
skits and songs, diplomas and awards, readings by
children and adult leaders, and a photography and art
exhibit ofthe past year's activities made up a special
evening program in Puerto Ayora in late November
1988. The program, which was attended by parents,
institutional representatives, and eommunity
members, was held in celebration of the l-year
anniversary of the Children's Conservation Club
"Renacer."
Meaning "to spring up" or "to be reborn," the
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Spanish word renacer is an apt term to describe the since the beginning.
energy, excitement, and creativity that surround the Although the Club "Renacer" is not officially
Club and what it is all about: the fostering and growth affiliated with the Station, the CDRS plays a strong
of a conservation awareness, appreciation, and "behind-the-scenes" supporting role to the Club--
consciousness in the children of Puerto Ayora. providing meeting space, material s, and collaboration
The Club was and moral support
created in No- fromstaffmembers
vember of 1987 and volunteers.
by Coca Burneo The Galápagos
de Reck and National Park Ser-
Amrit Work vice, the Munici-
K e n d r i c k , pality of Puerto
together with the Ayora, and other
help and col- i n ter e s t e d
laboration of institutions and
other interested individual s have
adults-teachers, also provided
parents, CDRS vol u n t e e r ,
staff members, logistical, and
and volunteers. An outing ofthe Conservation Club "Renacer" on Isla Santa Cruz. material support.
The basic goal is Niños del Club "Renacer" en el campo de Isla Santa Cruz. To date, the
to provide area children with opportunities to learn Club has been successful, has the general support of
about,explore,andappreciatethenaturalenvironment parents and the community, and, most importantly,
through participation in educational games and has had a positive and meaningful effect on a special
activities, outdoor recreation, and group interaction. group of children in Puerto Ayora-an effect that
Although the children learn about general hopefully will be reflected in the conservation actions
environmental concepts, special emphasis is placed of tomorrow's adults and decision makers.
on Galápagos and all that makes "their" Islands so It has been a good first year. Let's hope that the
unique and special. second year is better. Jaime Schmidt, Charles
Three Fridays each month, the laughter and shouts Darwin Research Station, Isla Santa Cruz,
of25 to 30, and sometimes over 60, children between Galápagos, Ecuador.
the ages of 8 and 12 can be heard throughout the
Station. These weekly meetings usually consist of a
combination of active educational games and projects,
discussions with guest visitors, audiovisuals, and art
and handicrafts. These activities take place outside
as often as possible and always develop a chosen
conservation theme through creative and participatory
activities. There is also a group outing or hike each
month that gives the children a chance to get out and
explore new areas on the Island.
As with any group effort, a lot of planning and
organization is required. Special mention should be
made of the adult leaders and volunteers whose
enthusiasm and dedication have been essential-
especially Coca Burneo de Reck and Marco Robalino
who have been the driving force behind the Club
Niños Conservacionistas.-Piezasde teatro,
canciones conservacionistas, insignias, diplomas,
palabras de niños y adultos, exhibiciones de
fotografías y dibujos, sobre las actividades de un año
de trabajo, cubrieron un programa especial en Puerto
Ayora a fines de noviembre. Padres de familia,
representantes institucionales, y miembros de la
comunidad asistieron al programa que se realizó en
celebración del primer aniversario del Club de Niños
Conservacionistas "Renacer."
La palabra "Renacer" es un término apropiado
para describir el entusiasmo y la creatividad que
caracterizan al Club y sus propósitos: el interés por el
crecimiento de una conciencia conservacionista en
los niños de Puerto Ayora.
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El Club fué creado en noviembre de 1987 por
Coca Burneo de Reck y Arnrit Work de Kendrick, y
contó con la ayuda y colaboración de otros adultos
interesados, profesores, padres de familia, y
empleados y voluntarios de la Estación Darwin. La
meta principal es dar a los niños del Cantón la
oportunidad de aprender, explorar, y apreciar el
ambiente natural, a través de su participación en
juegos y actividades educacionales, y la convivencia
en grupo. A pesar de que los niños aprenden sobre
conceptos generales del medio ambiente, se pone
especial énfasis sobre Galápagos, y todo lo que hace
a sus Islas tan únicas y especiales.
Tres veces por mes la risa y el bullicio de 25 a 30
niños, y a veces más de 60, entre las edades de 8 a 12
años puede escucharse a través de la Estación. Estas
reuniones semanales consisten de una combinación
de juegos educativos, discusiones con profesionales
invitados, audiovisuales, arte, y trabajos manuales.
Las actividades se realizan al aire libre siempre que
sea posible, y versan sobre un tema escogido en el
campo de la conservación, a través de actividades
creativas y participativas. Cada mes hay una caminata
o paseo que da a los niños la oportunidad de salir al
campo y explorar nuevas áreas en la Isla.
Como en cualquier actividad de grupo, se necesita
una cantidad de planificación y organización, el
entusiasmo y la dedicación de los líderes voluntarios
ha sido esencial para captar el interés de los niños, y
garantizar su participación regular, especialmente
por parte de Coca Burneo de Reck y Marco R?~a~ino,
quienes han sido la fuerza motor desde sus lmClOS.
A pesar de que el Club "Renacer" no es una
actividad oficial de la Estación Darwin, sin embargo
la Estación ha desempeñado un papel importante en
su funcionamiento; proveyendo espacio para
reuniones, materiales, y colaboración y apoyo moral
por parte de empleados y voluntarios. El Servicio
Parque Nacional Galápagos y la Municipalidad de
Puerto Ayora, como otras instituciones e individuos
intersados también han aportado con ayuda voluntaria,
como logística y material.
A la fecha el Club ha tenido mucho éxito, y ha
recibido el apoyo y simpatía general de padres de
familia y la comunidad entera; y aún más importante,
ha tenido un efecto positivo y significativo para un
grupo especial de niños en Puerto Ayora-un efecto
que ojalá se refleje en acciones conservacionistas de
los adultos del mañana, que serán quienes tomen las
decisiones.
Este ha sido un buen primer año. Esperemos que
el segundo sea mejor. Jaime Schmidt, Estación
Científica Charles Darwin, Isla Santa Cruz,
Galápagos, Ecuador.
Fruto del Empeño: Nuevo Edificio en
San Cristóbal.-Hace aproximadamente tres
años, el Dr. Günther Reck-nuestro Director actual-
y el Sr. Jacinto Gordilla-representante de la ECCD
en San Cristóbal en aquella época-se propusieron
construir un edificio de la Estación en Puerto
Baquerizo Moreno con el fin de difundir los trabajos
quelaEstación desarrolla. Esto a su vez incrementaría
el contacto con la población y serviría de medio
educativo: tal edificio debería estar dotado para
servir como lugar de conferencias, seminarios,
exposiciones, proyecciones, etc.
A pesar del buen empeña y el entusiasmo que
despertó este proyecto, su realización se vio
postergada muchas veces por motivos logística s y de
consecución de materiales, problemas a los que todos
se enfrentan aquí en las Islas. Hubo que transportar
todos los materiales desde Puerto Ayora, Isla Santa
Cruz, lo que significó que mucho del trabajo se
realizara previo al transporte a San Cristóbal, en los
talleres de la ECCD.
Finalmente en septiembre de este año el edificio
fue terminado gracias al empeño y dedicación puesta
por todos los empleados de mantenimiento de la
institución, especialmente la gente de carpintería y
albañilería, Don Roberto Jaya y el Señor Pablo
Oyaza, quienes participaron activamente en la última
fase de construcción.
Es oportuno comentar que los albañiles de Puerto
Baquerizo colaboraron en su construcción
integrandose de esta forma a las actividades de la
Estación. Aunque durante el período de construcción
Don Jacinto Gordillo se jubiló y el Señor Alfonso
Quimbiulco fué nombrado nuestro representante,
Don Gordillo no perdió su entusiasmo acerca del
proyecto yel SeñorQuimbiulco se dedicó con empeño
a la finalización del mismo.
El edificio en forma octogonal, completamente
1
----
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blanco, con ventanas y techo de madera está
finalmente terminado y despierta la admiración de
los habitantes de San Cristóbal quienes ya comienzan
a visitarle con el fin de obtener diversa información
y curiosearlo dado lo diferente de su estructura.
Felicitaciones de nuevo a todos. Isabel Castro,
Estación Científica Charles Darwin, Isla Santa
Cruz, Galápagos, Ecuador.
New Building in Isla San Cristóbal.-In
September of 1988, construction of a new building
on Isla San Cristóbal was completed. The building
will serveas afocal pointfordistributinginformation
developed by the Station on the Islands, the fauna,
and environmental education in general. It will also
serve as a site for conferences, meetings, and
presentations. The facility is the culmination of a
cooperative effort between Director Günther Reck
and former Station Representative on San Cristóbal,
Sr. Jacinto Gordillo. Since Don Jacinto Gordillo's
recent retirement, the Station Representative and
coordinator of Station activities on the Island is Sr.
Alfonso Quimbiulco. Isabel Castro, Charles
Darwin Research Station, Isla Santa Cruz,
Galápagos, Ecuador.
CDRS Director in Argentina.-As the
CDRS Director, I had the opportunity to discuss
aspects of visitor management, carrying capacity,
control oftourist groups, guiding, and interpretation
with Argentinian experts and students, as an invited
participant at the "IX Intemational Seminar of
Tourism in Nature Areas" held in southem Argentina
in 1988.
Peninsula Valdéz, in Argentina's Patagonia, is
famous for its colonies of penguins, elephant seals,
and sea lions. Right whales can be observed at close
distance while they slowly and majestically move
across the surface of St. James Bay. These nature
treasures, of course, have supported the development
of tourism at a considerable scale. Many aspects of
control and management are comparable to situations
in the Galápagos. Many concems about responses of
wild species to visitors were shared by scientists in
Valdéz and those working in Galápagos.
I was accompanied by Ings. Ruth Quezada and
Angel Lobato from Ecuador' sDepartment ofN atural
Areas and National Parks, and several Ecuadorian
tour operators. We shared the experience and know-
how developed and accumulated by managers and
scientists in the Galápagos National Park with the
Argentinian hosts. Relative to other areas, Galápagos
is an outstanding example of how tourism can be
realized and developed without negative impacts to
the environment, if well conceived and handled.
Argentinian and Brazilian participants at the seminar,
many local politicians, and the Secretary and
Subsecretary ofTourism of Argentina, were keen to
leam from the Galápagos experience.
The host, Mr. Antonio Torrejón, President of
FundaciónPatagonia, and the Interamerican Institute
ofTourismenthusiastically supported the suggestion
for holding a similar seminar for 1989 in Ecuador' s
mainland and Galápagos Archipelago. Günther
Reck, Charles Darwin Research Station, Isla Santa
Cruz, Galápagos, Ecuador.
Van Straelen Gift.- The Charles Darwin
Foundation is profoundl y grateful to Mrs. Victor Van
Straelen for her generous gift of $200,000 given
through the World Wide Fund for support of
conservation and education in Galápagos. The gift
will serve also as a base for initiating additional fund
raising in North America and Europe. The Foundation
is current1y seeking to establish an endowment in
Europe similar to the one begun in North America in
1985. Victor Van Straelen was instrumental in the
formation of the Foundation in 1959, and the Van
Straelen name graces the main visitor center which
serves as a starting point for most tourists' visits at
the Park Headquarters on Isla Santa Cruz. Once
again, Galápagos has benefited from the dedication
and generosity of the Van Straelen family. Craig
MacFarland, Charles Darwin Foundation, 836
Mabelle, Moscow, Idaho 83843, USA.
Change in Directorship at the Charles
Darwin Research Station.-After 5 yearsas
Directorofthe Charles Darwin Research Station, Dr.
Günther Reck has resigned to pursue his career
elsewhere. For almost 15 years, Dr. Reck has been
intimately associated with the Galápagos and has
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Dr. Günther Reck's involvement of more than a decade in
the Darwin Station is evidenced here by his participation
in a potluck dinner at the home of the Assistant Director
in 1977. La participación del Dr. Günther Reck, por más
de una década en la Estación Darwin, es captada aquí en
una parrillada en la casa del Sub-Director en 1977.
demonstrated his devotion to the Islands through
great dedication, hard work, innovative thinking, and
imaginative solutions to conservation problems.
He began his association with the Islands as a





biology in the Federal
Republic ofGermany.
Dr. Reck was instru-
mental in helping to
forge the strong
relationship between
the then N ational
Fisheries Institute




worked for the two
institutions,
conducting intensive
studies on the artisanal fisheries and lobster industry
in the Galápagos. Those studies were designed to
help the Ecuadorian authorities establish well-founded
policies and regulations for fisheries management
and conservation. In 1980, Dr. Reck continued his
strong relationship with the Islands, serving as a
fisheries and natural resources management advisor
to the Vice- Minister ofN atural Resources (Fisheries).
Then, in 1981, he continued in a similar advisory
capacity to the Director and staff of INGALA
(Galápagos National Institute), theregional planning
and development authority for the Islands. While
working for the CDRS and the INP on Galápagos
fisheries, he began studies towards his doctorate in
fisheries biology at the University ofKiel in the FRG,
finishing that degree in 1982-83. In early 1984 he
became Director of the Charles Darwin Research
Station.
During Dr. Reck's tenure as Director, the Station
and its sister organization, the Galápagos National
Park Service, have produced and overseen many
notable accomplishments and advances in
conservation, education, and science in the Galápagos.
Many could be cited, but a few key ones follow:
-A thorough reorganization and strengthening of















zation of all CDRS and
Park Service activities,
in a joint, integrated




CD RS' s scientific staff.
-A major improve-






which brings several dozen university students to the
Islands each year for periods varying from a few
months up to ayear or more; the program has grown
from 5 to 10 collaborating universities in the past few
years.
-Laying the groundwork for a major increase and
improvementofCDRS andPark Service involvement
in educational activities in the Islands and in
continental Ecuador with initiation of that planned
expansion.
-Modification and improvement of the programs
for breeding, raising, and restocking of endemic
populations of giant tortoises and land iguanas, based
upon a systematic review and evaluation of over 30
total years of experience working to save those
species.
-Continuation of the very successful restocking of
native areas with land iguanas and giant tortoises: the
1,0OOthyoung tortoise was returned in 1988 and over
250 young iguanas have been retumed to their home
areas on northwestem Santa Cruz and southeastern
Isabela Islands.
-Starting of major programs to control introduced
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pigs, which have devastated Isla Santiago for many
decades, and black rats in the tortoise nesting areas
on Isla Pinzón, and the successful continuation of the
programs to control introduced dogs in land iguana
and tortoise nesting and living areas on Santa Cruz
and Isabela.
Dr. Reck alsovery ably led the CDRS through two
major, unexpected crises: the total destruction of the
main administration building by a fire in 1985 and the
loss of the Station' s research and transport vessel, the
Beagle N, which ran aground in foggy weather in
August 1987. The new administration building has
been functioning since 1986 and the new research
vessel, the Beag le V, arrived in the Islands just before
Christmas 1988.
Throughout all these years of dedication to the
Galápagos, Dr. Reck has received the extremely able
collaboration and support of his wife, Coca Burneo.
She has been her husband's equal in devotion, hard
work, and great energy in support of the Station and
for the conservation of the Islands. She has been
involved in a great number and a variety of CDRS
activities, as well as in several educational programs
with the local schools and the Station.
It is with mixed emotions that we all bid good- bye
to the Recks and their two beautiful, intelligent
children, Carlos Alberto and Monica Alicia. We are
sad to see them go after many years of excellent
professional work and personal relationships in the
Islands. But, we wish them the absolute best in their
personal and professionallives in the future. We
know, Günther and Coca, that you will continue your
great interest in and dedicated work (as time permits!)
for the Galápagos. Many thanks from all of us who
care so much about and support the conservation of
these special and unique Islands.
After Dr. Reck made known his decision to leave
the CDRS Director's position in early 1988, the
Charles Darwin Foundation established a search and
selection committee to look for, select, and recruit a
new director. That process took almost all of 1988.
Announcements were placed in over 25 professional
journals, newsletters, and bulletins and also were
sent to almost 500 universities, research centers,
similar institutions, and selected individuals
throughout Europe, Latin America, North America,
and other areas of the world. Over 40 candidates
from 16 countries (Argentina, Austria, Chile,
Colombia, Costa Rica, Denmark, Ecuador, Federal
Republic ofGermany, France, GreatBritain, México,
the Netherlands, Panamá, Perú, South Africa, and the
USA) presented their applications. The final selection
was difficult due to the numerous excellent candidates,
but was finally made in early December after several
rounds of reviewing credentials and conducting
interviews with the top five candidates.
The new Director of the CDRS will be Dr. Daniel
Evans, a native ofWashington State in the USA. Dr.
Evans is a systems ecologist and a specialist in
introduced animal control, with two master' s degrees
in ecology and international agricultural development,
and a Ph.D. in ecology, all from the University of
California in Davis. He has extensive international
experience in research, training, conservation project
design and execution, and administration and
leadership of programs. Dr. Evans spent 2 years in
the U.S. Peace Corps in the Dominican Republic, 2
years establishing and administering a rodent control
program in the Comoro Islands with local government
agencies and villages, and a total of over 8 months
conducting consultancies on introduced pest control
in a number of other countries and island situations in
various parts ofthe world. Mostrecently heconducted
research for 2 years in Ecuador on pest ecology,
agricultural practices, and biological and othercontrol
methods, while on a Fulbright-Hays Fellowship.
Dr. Evans will be joined in the Islands by his wife,
Julia Tully, and their two young daughters, Mara (5)
and Sierra (3). Julia Evans is a specialist in nutrition
and recently obtained hermaster's degree from the
University of California, Davis. She conducted and
participated in a number of nutrition and education
projects while in Ecuador over the past 2 years and is
planning to continue with similar activities in the
Galápagos, with local villages and the CDRS, as
appropriate. She is also thinking of continuing her
doctorate in nutrition or a related field and will
investigate the possibilities of research topics in the
Islands.
We alljoin in welcoming the Evanses to the new
opportunities and challenges awaiting them in the
Galápagos and at the CDRS. Craig MacFarland.
Cambio del Director en la Estación
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Científica.-Después de cinco años de servicio, el
Dr. Günther Reck ha renunciado para seguir su
carrera fuera de Galápagos. Desde que empezó como
Director en 1984, él ha obtenido muchos elogios y
avances notables en conservación, educación, y
investigación. La Estación benefició mucho por su
labores.
Para todo, el Dr. Reck recibió la colaboración y
apoyo de su esposa Coca Burneo. Ella tiene una
devoción y energía extraordinaria para la Estación y
conservación en las Islas. Ella participó en una
cantidad de actividades de la Estación y varios
programas educativos para las escuelas. Estamos
muy agradecidos con los esposos Reckpor su servicio
y las relaciones personales desarolladas en las Islas.
El nuevo Director es el Dr. Daniel Evans quien se
graduó de la Universidad de California, Davis, en los
Estados Unidos como ecológo y especialista en control
de animales. ElDr. Evans ha trabajado en la República
Dominicana, las Isla Comoros en el Océano Indico y
varias otras regiones del mundo. Reciéntemente él
participó en un programa de ecología de plagas y
métodos de control bajo una beca de Fulbright-
Hayes en Ecuador.
El Dr. Evans vino a Galápagos con su esposa Julia
Evans y sus dos niñas, María (5) y Sierra (3). Julia
Evans es especialista en nutrición y educación.
Estamos unidos para ofrecer nuestra bienvenida a la
familia Evans a las Islas Galápagos y a la Estación
Científica. El Dr. Reck y el Dr. Evans pasarán el mes
de febrero juntos en la Estación coordinando el
cambio de puesto. Craig MacFarland.
Change of Address.-Please note that the
Editor' s address has changed from the Department of
Biology at the University of New Mexico to the
National Museum ofNatural History in Washington,
D.C. The address oftheAssociateEditor, HowardL.
Snell, will remain at the University ofNew Mexico.
Craig MacFarland, Foundation President, also has a
new address as given in the artic1e on the Station's
new vesseL
International Symposium/W orkshop on
the Herpetology of the Galápagos Islands:
Research and Conservation.-Between 29May
and 11 June 1988, over 75 scientists, managers, and
students met at the Galápagos National Park Service
Headquarters to partici pate in a series of presentations
and workshops about Galápagos reptiles and their
conservation. Participants carne from South, Central,
and North America; Europe; New Zealand; and
Australia. We mixed brief field trips with formal
research presentations, a pos ter session, and an
intensive 5-day session of workshops. That format
provided all participants with a summary of the
current know ledge of Galápagos reptiles and armed
them to tackle the real problems of determining the
future research and conservation efforts needed to
preserve these unique animals.
Several major topics of concern emerged during
the continuous discussions. First, we do not know
enough about the diversity of Galápagos reptiles.
We do not understand the genetic relationships among
island populations and, in many cases, we do not
have accurate knowledge of their geographic
distributions. Second, we must investigate the roles
of reptiles as members of the ecological communities
of islands so that we can make decisions about how
to manage communities where some reptiles have
become extinct. Third, we must continue to make
advances in the captive breeding and repatriation of
reptiles to reduce the number of populations that will
go extinct. Fourth, everyone agreed that the greatest
threat to all Galápagos reptiles are introduced
organisms. Furthermore, until effective means of
controlling and eradicating dogs, cats, rats, etc. can
be found, all other conservation efforts are only
temporary measures.
All participants left with a sense of amazement:
both at what the CDRS and SPNG have accomplished
in 25 years and at the magnitude of the problems that
remain. A tremendous amount of work needs to be
done, both in research and management, but the
problems can be solved with sufficient resources and
manpower.
We all gratefully acknowledge the financial
support ofthe Tinker Foundation, Metropolitan Tours,
TAME (Ecuador's military airline), and many other
organizations. Without their generous help the
workshop/symposium would have been impossible.
Howard L. Snell, Biology Department, University
of New Mexico, Albuquerque, NM 87131, USA.
